Jubilee Oregon General Meeting Notes July 13, 2011

Attended: Leonard Cain, Roberta Badger-Cain, Doug Speers, Chris Laing, Ann Pickar, Kathryn Moran, Sarah Mitts (NW Fair Trade Coalition) and Bob Brown

Congregational and personal updates:  

· We welcomed Kathryn Moran from Westminster Presbyterian Church. Since Kathryn is new to our organization she told us a bit about herself and her interest in Jubilee and social justice issues. As we went around introducing ourselves, we each told our “story” about our participation. It was a good way to remind ourselves about why we do the work we do.

· There is a change in leadership pending at First Presbyterian;  organizing late summer or early fall Jubilee book group, 

· There is a new pastor on board at Westminster Presbyterian; organizing fall Jubilee book group,

· There is a Jubilee book group scheduled at First Unitarian in November, part of Adult Read program; the church is partnering with a class in a school in Uganda  

· Jubilee USA  will be the recipient of 10% of money raised at Sept. 17 yearly auction at St. John the Baptist Episcopal – 300 people expected;  we will help publicize the event. 

Discussion: what is your personal, congregational connection to Jubilee and economic justice issues? What do you want it to be? What help do you need?

Common observation:  there is often a small nucleus of people in congregations interested and active in Jubilee activities and Jubilee Oregon. Our advocacy message about global poverty (Millennium Development Goals) and global debt are difficult, complex topics to get people fired up.  People seem to need a single, simple focus and need to have specific actions as a response.    

What we learned: 

· People become more engaged when invited to say how they feel about something, and

· When goals of Jubilee for 2011-12 are clearly articulated. 

Actions:

1) It is easier to explain if we focus on economic justice, not debt cancellation -- this is how to frame “fair and responsible lending and borrowing,” as the 2011-12 focus of Jubilee USA, Jubilee Oregon, and Linking our Voices partnership

2) Educate – continuing education is paramount,

3) Tie to action steps – this engages the whole person (head, heart, and hands). 

Break: snacks by Doug and Roberta (thanks!)
Linking Our Voices update: Skype session scheduled for Thurs., July 21, 8 AM with Geoffrey Chongo, JCTR, and Phoebe in Monze (on the ground), ideal for 4 or 5 people.  

“Responsible Borrowing/Lending: the Case of Zambia” policy paper, edited by Bob Brown, handed out.  It was pointed out that the title “ needs to be consistent:  can’t be both “Irresponsible Borrowing. . .” and “Responsible Borrowing. . . “  Policy paper will hopefully be used to influence Zambian Parliament in passing legislation to democratize borrowing and lending practices, and our U.S. Congress.  

Fundraiser update:  Fall “desserts from around the world” fundraiser committee working on getting ethnic restaurants to donate desserts and get exposure and recognition.  Entrance fee would be $35 to try 2 – 3 desserts. Entrance proceeds, wine and fair trade goods sales would go toward Jubilee Oregon operating budget. Goal is to net $2000. Additional request for donations would be for a future Zambia trip fund.  Date not yet set.  Others are invited to join committee – Sara Mitts volunteered to join!  Priva Haangandu of Zambia, interning with Jubilee USA, will hopefully be able to join us for the fundraiser, which would draw more people, among other obvious benefits.

Coming events: 

The Jubilee Oregon Summer Picnic will be August 21, 5-8 PM, Holladay Park Plaza, 1300 NE 16th Ave.  It’s a potluck and will be an opportunity to connect and reconnect with other individuals and organizations working on global economic justice. We need two volunteers who can help with the logistics and reminder phone calls.

Bob asked that members interested in attending this year’s annual Jubilee USA Network Conference in WA D.C., Sept. 22-23, contact him to express their interest in attending.  Bob will attend.  Housing is provided.  Scholarships are available to help with transportation costs if needed.   

Next meeting:  There will be no August meeting.  

The September meeting will be on Wednesday, September 14th, one week later than usual because of Labor Day. 

Reminder: we usually meet the first Wednesday of each month.

